This is a critical abstract of an economic evaluation that meets the criteria for inclusion on NHS EED. Each abstract contains a brief summary of the methods, the results and conclusions followed by a detailed critical assessment on the reliability of the study and the conclusions drawn.
Effectiveness results
The median change in FEV1 from baseline to the 12-month assessment was 1.35% (mean 2% +/-9.8) in the HFA-BDP group and 0% (mean 0.2% +/-10.8) in the CFC-BDP group, (p=0.14).
The median change in SFDs from baseline to the 12-month assessment was 22.1% (mean 14.01% +/-30) in the HFA-BDP group and 14.3% (mean 5.53% +/-30.4) in the CFC-BDP group, (p=0.03).
The median number of SFDs per patient per year was 163.9 with HFA-BDP and 110.3 with CFC-BDP. The difference was 53.6 (49%).
Clinical conclusions
The effectiveness study showed that significantly more SFDs were achieved in HFA-BDP patients than in CFC-BDP patients suffering from persistent asthma.
Measure of benefits used in the economic analysis
The summary benefit measure was the annual number of SFDs associated with each treatment. The benefit measure was obtained directly from the clinical trial.
Direct costs
Discounting was not relevant since the costs were incurred during 12 months. The unit costs and the quantities of resources used were presented separately. The health services included in the economic analysis were study medications, hospitalisations and urgent medical care visits. Routine physician visits were not considered, whereas all asthma and asthma-related medications were. Cost of exacerbation related visits were included. The cost/resource boundary of the MCO was adopted. Resource use was derived from actual data estimated alongside the clinical trial that provided the effectiveness evidence. It was estimated that the actual consumption of multidose packages reflected the true consumption of resources. The costs were obtained from an MCO with over 1 million enrolees and from average wholesale prices (medications). Common Procedural Terminology codes were used and reported for each item. The price year was 2001.
